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EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES AND EXPECTED RESULTS
The objective of the course is to acquire a comprehensive understanding of the world of typography. This constitutes an initial step towards enhancing competencies
pertaining to composition, the judicious and imaginative utilization of typographic characters, and the design of layouts. The central theme, 'The typographic page as a
workspace,' invites students to reflect on the communicative and expressive needs that may arise from the selection or application of a typeface. To develop a critical opinion, it
is essential to analyze the fonts by understanding their history, context, and the tools that have shaped their form, as well as to study their proportions, details, and variations in
size, color, and style. The course encourages students to explore the potential of typography and to understand the responsibilities associated with its use: enhancing
readability, organizing information clearly, expressing the personality of a text, and capturing the reader's attention.

K n o w l e d g e  a n d
understanding

The course guides students in exploring the potential of one of the fundamental tools for conveying a message: the font. Through the
study of the history and evolution of forms, they will learn to recognize the various font families and understand that they are never
entirely neutral. The course will also guide them to reflect on the hierarchy of information and how it can be conveyed clearly and
effectively to the reader.

Applying knowledge
and understanding

The final reader serves as the central point of reference in graphic and typographic decisions. Ensuring that information is conveyed
accurately is the guiding principle of the designer's work, and it is what students will begin to comprehend. By applying the acquired
knowledge, they will be required to pursue specific communication objectives.

Making judgements
Students will be required to learn to examine the typographic sources to which they are consistently exposed, interpret them, and
decode the various elements that comprise them.

Communication skills
Explaining a project entails effectively engaging various stakeholders—including other creatives, clients, and end users—within the
creative process. Students will be required to substantiate their design decisions, particularly typographic ones, by advancing beyond
purely aesthetic justifications and developing arguments of a philological or visual nature.

Learning skills
Students will be required to develop the ability to critically observe what they see, understand typographic choices, and interpret them
effectively. They must cultivate curiosity and maintain a constant focus on new visual stimuli, staying informed about typographic trends
and tendencies, to ensure their use aligns with the communicative objectives of their projects.



CONTENTS

Introduction: An overview of lettering and typography, providing a non-exhaustive introduction. What are the fields in which the typographic project is
involved? Typography for reading and typography to be observed. Fundamental elements of typography: from the letter to the page sequence.
Characters as conveyors of meaning, based on their usage or form. – Character anatomy: from the components of the letter to the definitions of the
baseline, x-height, ascenders, and descenders, through to spacing and kerning. Introduction to the classification based on contrast and axis, as
well as the form of serifs. Definition of font and font family: variations in weight, width, and type of letters and numbers (from uppercase to small
caps, from round to italic, from condensed to extended). – Grids and layouts: an introduction to grids, analyzing various artifacts with a focus on the
typographic variants employed to establish hierarchy. Examples of hierarchies in text layouts. Definitions of the grid and its components. Examples
of grids. – Formatting: Proper justification, line spacing, and text alignment; accurate font and typographic variants (small capitals, number
variants, quotation marks vs. apostrophes, ligatures) – History of type design: From the Trajan column to the present day, a visual narrative of the
evolution in letter design, from the shift in axis to the form of serifs, to the digital evolution. Each step is accompanied by examples of fonts. A brief
overview of Italian type design. Projects: By interpreting and formatting a text, students will explore typographic details and practice the selection
and use of fonts, as well as the configuration of layout and the development of the lettering for the titles. They will collaborate on a booklet that
integrates individual and group work to foster discussion and self-criticism to achieve a cohesive final project. – typographic research: what the
world around me offers in this specific sector – exercise on the grid / composition of a poster – Project for a booklet featuring provided texts – final
project (in a group): a sixteenth/magazine comprising solely text

ADOPTED
METHODOLOGY

[X] In Person
The course is structured through an initial series of lectures. The instructor will assign various exercises throughout the course, which will be
thoroughly reviewed and discussed during the lessons. Lectures are succeeded by public project reviews, enabling students to present their
projects and engage in a discussion on the subject. A theoretical test and a final group project are also planned, providing an opportunity to
experiment with personal materials within common rules, similar to the practices in editorial offices or graphic design studios. This approach will
facilitate mutual exchange and stimulate the development of critical thinking and self-assessment skills.

ASSESSMENT
METHODS

The exercises provided during the lessons will be assessed individually; towards the conclusion of the course, a theoretical examination will be
conducted on the topics discussed in class and the mandatory reading list. The final project, conducted in a group setting, will be discussed during
the concluding examination, marking the completion of the educational program. In this same context, questions related to the mandatory
bibliography will be posed to assess the proper acquisition of the fundamental concepts.
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