
SCHOOL Communication and Enhancement of Artistic Heritage, Art Education for Museums

ACADEMIC YEAR THREE-YEAR PROGRAM I - 2025/2026

SUBJECT 1833 Storia dell'arte antica B

TYPE OF SUBJECT Theoretical

NUMBER OF HOURS PER LESSON 3

NUMBER OF ECTS CREDITS 6

DISTRIBUTION OVER THE ACADEMIC YEAR I SEMESTER

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES AND EXPECTED RESULTS
Artists of every era have engaged with the formal repertoire of classicism, as they have interpreted the profound questions of humanity, expressed through imagery: the
meaning of existence, memory, destiny, emotions, nature, and life. The course aims to provide students with the critical tools and the most up-to-date interpretative frameworks
for understanding ancient art, which differs significantly in research, purposes, and meanings from what is commonly understood as “art” today. Since the 1980s, the
traditional aesthetic and formal readings in this discipline have been enriched and complemented by broader perspectives, drawing on categories and methods from
anthropology and sociology. This plurality of approaches contributes to a dual purpose: to recognise the historical and documentary value of the works of art; to identify and
historicize the mechanisms through which past societies developed shared self-images and constructed their worldviews. The experience of the ancients challenges
contemporary individuals, inviting them to discern, within the intricate tapestry of images that permeate every aspect of life, the resonance of a millennia-old dialogue that
shapes the collective imagination, constructs identity, and guides the perception of experience.

K n o w l e d g e  a n d
understanding

Students will acquire the knowledge, concepts, and reflections conveyed during the course; they will understand the historical profile
of Greek and Roman artistic production (from the Bronze Age to Late Antiquity); they will be familiar with basic archaeological
terminology and the principal theoretical frameworks for the analysis of ancient figurative culture.

Applying knowledge
and understanding

Students are proficient in conducting a simple analysis of the distinctive aspects of ancient figurative culture; they are capable of
contextualizing works of art, styles, and artistic phenomena within their respective historical-geographical and socio-cultural
frameworks; they are adept at interpreting these elements by applying the principal theoretical frameworks and employing fundamental
archaeological terminology.

Making judgements
Students are able to grasp the most significant aspects of ancient works of art and artistic phenomena, contextualizing them
chronologically and formulating straightforward interpretative hypotheses.

Communication skills
Students are capable of describing ancient works of art, styles, and artistic phenomena in a clear, accurate, and appropriate manner;
they are able to communicate the most significant aspects of the ancient figurative heritage; they are able to coherently argue simple
interpretative hypotheses.

Learning skills
Students develop increasing autonomy in their approach to study, enabling them to independently explore specific topics related to the
history of ancient art.



CONTENTS

Through a modular structure, organized by chronological or thematic sections, the lectures will address the fundamental issues of Greek and
Roman artistic production, aiming at historical recontextualization and guided analysis of artifact classes, individual works, and monumental
complexes. The material dimension of the artwork will not be overlooked: the close, and at times conditioning, relationship between expressive forms
and the materials employed will lead to an examination of the principal execution techniques, at least in the most general criteria. Whenever
feasible, specific reference will be made to the archaeological heritage of Brescia. In particular, the following topics will be addressed in the
lecture: • Introduction to the History of Ancient Art. Greek and Roman Art: Definitions, Challenges, and Perspectives. Four approaches to
interpreting ancient works of art (aesthetic, historicist, anthropological, semiological). • The Aegean art of the Bronze Age (Cycladic, Minoan,
Mycenaean civilizations) • The development of Greek art: geometric art and orientalizing art • Architectural elements: the heavy system and the
thrust system; the principal construction techniques; the temple and the canonization of architectural orders • Canons and personalities of Greek
sculpture (historical profile from archaism to Lysippos) • Ceramography and painting in Greece. • Greek art in transformation: from the polis to the
artistic centers of Hellenism • The 'portrait' in Greece and Rome • The Roman 'historical' relief • Roman art as a semantic system: the issue of
copies and the standardization of artistic language • Roman painting: a professional examination of the intersection between craftsmanship and art
• Seriality and modularity as the language of ancient art. Gestures, types, and iconographies: meanings and interpretative tools. • The figurative
culture in late antiquity

ADOPTED
METHODOLOGY

[X] In Person
The course will employ a combination of lectures, interactive sessions, and guided workshops to analyze ancient artworks, with the aim of
progressively developing the aforementioned skills in the students.

ASSESSMENT
METHODS

Based on the number of students enrolled and present at each session, the examination will be conducted either orally or in written form, with the
potential for oral integration. To assess the learning outcomes in accordance with the 'Dublin Descriptors' as outlined above, the examination will
involve a discussion of images from the adopted texts and/or lecture slides, supplemented by questions pertaining to the course topics. Upon
successful completion of the examination, the grade will be assigned on a scale ranging from 18/30 to 30/30, reflecting the level of proficiency and
knowledge attained in the aforementioned competencies and knowledge areas. The mention of 'cum laude' will also acknowledge excellence,
provided the candidate demonstrates precise knowledge of the content, a strong capacity for contextualization, and critical argumentation.
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