
SCHOOL Department of Visual Arts

ACADEMIC YEAR TWO-YEAR PROGRAM II - 2025/2026

SUBJECT 1450 Fenomenologia delle arti contemporanee

TYPE OF SUBJECT Theoretical

NUMBER OF HOURS PER LESSON 3

NUMBER OF ECTS CREDITS 6

DISTRIBUTION OVER THE ACADEMIC YEAR I SEMESTER

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES AND EXPECTED RESULTS
The ability to interpret the artistic object from a phenomenological, aesthetic, and semantic perspective, considering its social and cultural context, political and economic
relationships, and its interaction with contemporary cultural geographies. The ability to establish connections and comparisons between artistic objects and languages from
diverse cultural geographies, recognizing legacies and dependencies, inheritances and discontinuities, with a view to critically comparing contemporary artistic movements.
The ability to examine the artwork in terms of its social, political, economic, and cultural value and impact, reflecting on the social dynamics that the artwork evokes and
energizes.

K n o w l e d g e  a n d
understanding

The ability to critically engage with the visual arts, leveraging a broad cultural and iconographic background. The ability to refrain from
applying rigid paradigms in the interpretation of works of art Proficiency in developing a method for investigating and comparing visual
languages

Applying knowledge
and understanding

Proficiency in the history of art from the latter half of the 20th and 21st centuries. The ability to interpret a work of art (whether by an artist
or one's own) in terms of its visual, aesthetic, and semantic characteristics, as well as its iconography and iconology, and its relationship
with the cultural, historical-social, political, and economic context. Proficiency in interpreting documents and sources related to art
history. The ability to conduct comparisons, readings, and analyses, as well as to develop critical insights into one's artistic research and
to establish a personal pathway for reading and poetic-visual elaboration.

Making judgements
The ability to develop independent and critical thinking, both on the artistic investigations of others and on one's own personal creative
research path, critically re-exploring what has been accomplished during the academic years, with a view to a future perspective in the art
system and the complexity of the contemporary world.

Communication
skills

The ability to present and interpret the work of art in its various directions of meaning and its relationship with reality, society, and
contemporary culture. The ability to establish connections and links between works and languages from diverse cultural geographies The
ability to critically develop a personal artistic perspective

Learning skills
The ability to develop a method of study and a comparative and critical approach to sources and images, with the aim of both a personal
re-elaboration of one's artistic journey and a dialogue with the art system and its dynamics and complexities.



CONTENTS

The course aims to examine international artistic research from the past thirty years (1995-2025) through a phenomenological interpretation and a
socio-anthropological approach. It will analyze the now inescapable relationships between art, politics, society, and cultures, with the objective of
defining, through a series of lessons and a dialogue with the student, the current poetics via a precise and non-localistic delineation of
contemporary artistic and cultural geographies. How can we interpret the works and languages of distant countries that are nonetheless a daily
presence in our time, from China to India, to the vast and ever-changing Mediterranean basin? Are we capable of engaging with the visual
adventure without the risk of imposing Western parameters and individualistic, self-referential modes of interpretation? What do public art,
relational art, and social art mean in contemporary times? How does the artistic object manifest its aesthetic and iconographic characteristics, as
well as its iconological references, and how does it relate to the adventure of space and time in which it is inscribed and for which it is conceived?
And what is their legacy? These are pressing issues that require investigation, particularly in light of the works that students, as young artists, are
conceiving and will be required to execute throughout their anticipated career. Three primary areas of investigation are: art and politics; art,
identity, and gender; and art and communication. Each of these areas will be addressed through a selection of internationally renowned artists,
whose investigative journey will be described in a diachronic manner.

ADOPTED
METHODOLOGY

[X] In Person
The lessons incorporate a comprehensive and detailed introduction by the instructor, along with collaborative in-depth discussions, to foster a
dynamic of reflection and critical debate in the classroom. The course is closely linked to EXPRESSIVE PROBLEMS OF THE
CONTEMPORARY, offered in the SECOND SEMESTER, and is designed to assist students in defining their artistic portfolio.

ASSESSMENT
METHODS

It is required to have a thorough understanding of the images provided in the teacher's handouts and the ability to expand research fields with
in-depth analysis and personal research. Assessment of the knowledge and critical analysis of the materials provided in class: reading texts,
consultation materials, handouts, website content, documents, and journals. A personal relationship is initiated in the classroom. During the
lessons, materials and bibliographic, filmic, and documentary resources will be provided for each artist. The texts to be read and those to be
studied in depth will be designated based on the individual pathways of meaning developed with the Instructor, in accordance with the direction of the
student's research.
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