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EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES AND EXPECTED RESULTS
This course aims to provide students with a comprehensive understanding of the threshold, not merely as a functional architectural element but as a liminal and symbolic
space capable of embodying the rites of passage that mark moments of individual and collective transformation. Through the analysis of theoretical, anthropological, and
artistic sources, students will be encouraged to develop a critical sensibility capable of interpreting the threshold as a locus of identity, memory, and the relationship between
interior and exterior, public and private. The theoretical dimension will be consistently translated into design practice, encouraging students to develop concrete solutions in
which the threshold becomes an architectural and sensory experience. Through work on design, physical and digital models, and material and lighting experimentation,
students will learn to transform abstract concepts into spatial devices endowed with meaning and coherence. The course will focus on both functional and symbolic aspects. A
central objective of the course will be the ability to read and interpret the urban, landscape, and architectural context in which the project will be situated. Students will be
required to consider the history of places, cultural stratifications, and social needs, in order to design spaces that are not detached from their surroundings but that can
dialogue with the memory and identity of the places. The concept of the threshold will therefore be approached as a connecting device, capable of enhancing and renewing the
relationship between places and individuals. Students will also be required to understand the importance and role of our design actions in modifying the internal/external
space, life rituals, and experiences of the people for whom we design; to refine a series of tools (2D drawing, 3D, physical models, etc.) with which to communicate their
ideas; and finally, to learn how to present projects to potential external stakeholders through narrative and storytelling.

K n o w l e d g e  a n d
understanding

Throughout the course, students will acquire a solid understanding of the theoretical concepts surrounding rites of passage and the
theme of the threshold, understood both as a spatial element and as a symbolic and cultural device. The perspective will be
interdisciplinary: anthropology, sociology, art history, architecture, art, and design will provide critical tools for interpreting the threshold
as a liminal and transformative space. Through the examination of historical and contemporary case studies, students will learn to
recognize how the theme of passage has been interpreted in urban and interior design.

Applying
k n o w l e d g e  a n d
understanding

This knowledge and understanding will be translated into applied skills, encouraging students to concretely experience the transition from
concept to project. The course will guide participants in developing spatial solutions where the concept of threshold is not merely a
physical passage, but a sensory and symbolic experience capable of conveying identity, memory, and transformation. In the development of
projects, research methodologies and design tools will be applied, from surveying to technical drawing, from the physical model to the
digital model, with particular attention to the use of materials, light, and form to translate the rituality of passage into space.

Making judgements

A fundamental aspect of the course will be the development of independent judgment. Students will learn to critically evaluate the
effectiveness of their proposals, reflecting on both formal and aesthetic coherence, as well as the project's ability to respond to the urban,
social, and cultural context. The ability to make informed, reasoned, and well-argued decisions will be encouraged, not only during the
design phase but also during the presentation and discussion phases.

Communication
skills

The course will develop the communication skills that are fundamental for a designer. Students will be guided in expressing their design
ideas through clear language, combining technical precision with narrative ability. The integrated use of hand-drawn sketches, physical
and digital models, and the development of a narrative will enable effective communication with both the faculty and the external critique
panel, scheduled for interim critique sessions and the final examination. Collaborative work (some course phases involve group work) and
dialogue with peers, faculty, and external professionals will be integral to the program, fostering collaboration and critical discussion.

Learning skills

Finally, the course aims to strengthen students' learning abilities, fostering an autonomous and continuous approach to research. The
educational experience aims to stimulate curiosity and openness towards other disciplines, providing tools to deepen and connect the
knowledge acquired, even beyond the academic path. The threshold, both as a concept and a space, will thus become a generative theme
that students can apply in future professional contexts, maintaining the ability to explore the links between design and ritual, and between
space and people.



CONTENTS

RITUAL OF PASSAGE The threshold serves as a symbolic, spatial, and sensory device. The threshold is one of the most profound and stratified
concepts in architecture. It is not merely a physical element, such as a door or an entrance, but rather a liminal space: a place of passage and
transformation, where the transit between an inside and an outside, a before and an after, and one identity and another occurs. It is within this
suspended space that a perceptual, symbolic, and psychological transformation occurs, elevating the threshold from a mere interstice to a moment
of heightened experience. In the architectural field, the threshold can be interpreted precisely in these terms: as a space that suspends rules,
breaks continuity, and opens the possibility of a different perception of self and context. The threshold can represent a pathway, a shadow, a
temperature shift, or a resistance. In interior design, the threshold is multiplied and rendered more fluid: not only between interior and exterior, but
also between the intimate and the collective, between movement and repose, and between openness and protection. It can be defined by a curtain, a
movable panel, a variation in light or sound, or a slight difference in elevation. In certain design approaches, the home is conceptualized as a
sequence of thresholds, wherein each space represents a transition, and each boundary is variable and temporary. Thresholds are present
everywhere, yet they are never definitive. Even within contemporary urban spaces, thresholds manifest as complex and hybrid forms, including
verandas, patios, porticoes, loggias, corridors, staircases, and atriums. These spaces are neither entirely public nor entirely private; rather, they
function as relational interfaces, serving as waiting areas, exchange points, and transit zones. Designing thresholds today signifies the design of
relationships. It entails envisioning diverse methods of traversal, engagement, detachment, or connection. A threshold can represent a slowdown, a
pause, or a suspension, but it can also be an invitation, a surprise, or a revelation. It can serve as a space for observation, listening, and orientation.
In this sense, the threshold is not merely a divider, but rather the element that enables passage—and consequently, transformation. It is a powerful
spatial, sensory, and symbolic instrument: an element that opens up narrative, experiential, and design possibilities.

ADOPTED
METHODOLOGY

[X] In Person
The course, conducted entirely in person, employs a methodology that integrates theoretical research, critical analysis, and design
experimentation. During the first semester, students will be guided in the study of exemplary cases related to the theme of the threshold, approached
through historical and cultural analysis, redesign, and the construction of scale models, in order to fully understand its spatial and symbolic
principles. This activity will be complemented by lectures delivered by faculty, as well as by invited architects and researchers, who will contribute
their theoretical and design expertise on the subject, providing an up-to-date overview of current research within the contemporary landscape.
During the second semester, the course will transition into the design phase. Students, initially organized into groups, will be assigned a specific
area and tasked with developing two threshold projects: one in an urban and landscape context and one in an interior setting, which will then be
further explored individually. The work will be accompanied by ongoing engagement with the faculty through weekly reviews, culminating in a final
critical presentation, a moment of synthesis and evaluation of the entire training program.

ASSESSMENT
METHODS

The evaluation of the entire course will therefore be considered a proportional estimate between the various phases and steps of the course, in
which the following will be considered: - Compliance with the assigned tasks, as well as the content thereof; - The student's ability to consistently
propose pathway hypotheses for each individual project; - The ability to engage with the faculty and invited external guests, as well as to critically
process the corrections received; - The capacity for "motivated" autonomous decision-making; - The overall capacity for cultural, functional, plastic,
and expressive synthesis, including the communicative ability to convey the project's elements. The final examination will be conducted over a single
day, structured as a collective exhibition showcasing the research work from the first semester and the project results developed during the second
semester. During the day, external critics, selected from professionals and scholars, will be invited to assist the faculty in evaluating the final works.
Each student will be allocated 10 minutes to present and discuss their project, outlining its theoretical, methodological, and design framework. A
10-minute discussion with critics and faculty will follow, dedicated to comments, observations, and questions. Upon completion of the presentations,
the faculty, in conjunction with external guests, will convene to deliberate and finalize the assessments, which will subsequently be communicated to
the students. The final examination requirements and the expected submission deadlines will be communicated during the course.
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