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EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES AND EXPECTED RESULTS
The course aims to analyze the principal issues that have characterized philosophical aesthetics from its origins to the contemporary era, with a particular focus on the origin
and development of the fundamental concepts that have distinguished aesthetic reflection in the Western tradition. The primary objective of the course will be to acquire the
aesthetic categories necessary for interpreting and understanding the process of production and enjoyment of the work of art, as well as the genesis and development of
various forms. of aesthetic experiences and, ultimately, the fundamental concepts that have informed the aesthetic debate over time, such as beauty, ugliness, the picturesque,
the sublime, and mimesis, imagination, creation, taste, and genius.

K n o w l e d g e  a n d
understanding

Proficiency in knowledge and understanding Understanding the significance of the discipline, with particular attention to the
problems, concepts, and general and specific categories of aesthetics.

Applying knowledge and
understanding

Applying knowledge and understanding skills knowledge and understanding) to the memorization, analysis, and comparison of
works by the same author and by different authors, in accordance with thematic criteria, as well as the ability to undertake
personal explorations.

Making judgements
Autonomy of judgment in learning, developing the capacity to express accurate and critical evaluations motivated, also in relation
to the course of study and personal aptitudes.

Communication skills
Communication skills in the use of correct and fluent language, including technical terminology, enriched with an appropriate
vocabulary to provide a comprehensive understanding of the complexities.

Learning skills
The ability to acquire knowledge (learning skills), within the timeframes and methods defined by the Course, thematic reading of
the works, independently addressing the topics in their sequence and structure.



CONTENTS

The course comprises a general section applicable to all students, along with two specialized monographic in-depth studies. The general section
will address the following topics: - Concepts and issues of ancient aesthetics - Choreographic and plastic arts - The concept of beauty in ancient
aesthetics - Pythagorean aesthetics: the cathartic function of art - Plato: Eros and Beauty, icastic mimesis and fantastic mimesis - Aristotle's
poetics - Grace and nonchalance in Renaissance aesthetics - Baroque aesthetics: fantasy, wit, and ingenuity - Burke: beauty and the sublime -
Baumgarten and the emergence of philosophical aesthetics - Winckelmann: neoclassical aesthetics - Kant: the 'Critique of Judgment - Schiller:
play and aesthetic education - Idealistic aesthetics: the 'apogee' and 'death' of art - Marxist aesthetics: Lukács and the concept of 'typical' - Adorno:
the function of the ugly and artistic avant-gardes - Benjamin: art, technique, and the loss of aura - Simmel and vitalistic aesthetics: art and form -
Husserl and phenomenological aesthetics - Sartre: emotional intentionality and imagination - Heidegger: the origin of the work of art - Gadamer:
aesthetics Hermeneutics and the artwork as a 'fusion of horizons' - Dufrenne: art and aesthetic a priori - Lyotard: 'Discourse, figure'; the
unconscious in artistic production - Dorfles and the aesthetic phenomena of kitsch, trash, and campy - Heinich: from the work to the artist - The
aesthetics of Land art, Art in nature, and Arte Povera - Monographic insights: Bachelard: artistic creation between imagination and matter -
Michaud: 'Art in the gaseous state'. The vaporization of art and the triumph of aesthetics

ADOPTED
METHODOLOGY

[X] In Person
The teaching methodology will utilize: - formal lectures - interactive lessons - textual analysis - written exercises

ASSESSMENT
METHODS

Upon completion of the course, students will be expected to possess a comprehensive understanding of the principal aesthetic categories and be
proficient in their application to analyze and interpret various art forms, with a particular emphasis on the visual arts. To verify the aforementioned
competence, students will be required to submit a written report (maximum 4 pages) for the examination, in which they will be asked to apply a
specific aesthetic theory to a work of art, an artist, or an artistic movement of their choice. To this end, the instructor will allocate specific sessions
to monitor and oversee the work of the students, who will be required to submit their finalized The paper must be submitted at least 15 days prior to
the examination date. In addition to the discussion of the aforementioned paper, the examination will include an interview on the topics addressed
during the lectures.
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