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EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES AND EXPECTED RESULTS
The course aims to develop a critical understanding of the relationship between sensory perception, visual culture, and media, analyzing how aesthetic communication is
influenced by cultural and technological practices. The anticipated outcomes encompass the capability to interpret and decode visual media from an anthropological
perspective, reflecting on the cultural, social, and ethical implications of the visual arts.

K n o w l e d g e  a n d
understanding

Acquire knowledge of the cultural dynamics that influence aesthetic and visual perception through the study of media and their usage
practices, in order to understand how cultural codes shape the manner in which we perceive, interpret, and communicate, and how these
processes are historically conditioned. Understand the historical evolution of media from an anthropological perspective: from the body
as the initial medium, through orality, writing, and the various technologies that have succeeded one another up to the present day, with a
specific focus on visual media.

Applying knowledge
and understanding

The ability to apply and exercise the acquired knowledge in analysis and critical reflection, both in daily life and in a professional context,
by developing a conscious and autonomous approach to understanding cultural, visual, and media phenomena, and by competently
addressing the challenges related to communication and aesthetic interpretation.

Making judgements
Students will acquire the necessary autonomy to interpret and evaluate the role of visual media in the construction of cultural meanings,
critically reflecting on the ethical, social, and political implications of aesthetic representations and mediation processes.

Communication
skills

Possess the ability to articulate complex concepts related to aesthetics, visual culture, and media anthropology in a clear and structured
manner. Students will be required to effectively communicate their analyses and interpretations using appropriate technical and
theoretical language, engaging in critical dialogue on aesthetic and cultural issues.

Learning skills

The program will develop autonomous analytical and reflective skills, as well as a critical examination of aesthetic and anthropological
theories applied to visual culture. Students will acquire the ability to apply interdisciplinary research methods, integrating perspectives
from anthropology, art history, and communication theories, and will be capable of adapting and updating their knowledge in relation to
the evolution of media and contemporary visual practices.



CONTENTS

The course commences with a critical examination of the concept of 'Aesthetics'. Commencing with the etymological meaning of the term
('sensory perception'), through the adoption of an anthropological perspective, the role of culture as the primary communicative medium will be
examined. From this point, the primary media that have shaped the course of time will be reviewed to reflect on the social implications and cultural
meanings they have entailed. The second part of the course will delve into the themes related to visual culture. In particular, a monographic section
dedicated to 'zombie aesthetics' will be proposed. The origins of this figure in the Haitian context of voodoo, its dissemination in Western media
beginning with classical cinema, and its subsequent ramification into various media (television, comics, video games, visual arts) will be
thoroughly examined. The zombie will be analyzed as an anthropological metaphor for consumer society, globalization, the dynamics of inclusion
and exclusion, colonialism, and the fears associated with otherness.

ADOPTED
METHODOLOGY

[X] In Person
Lectures with a dialogical approach; utilization of PowerPoint slides; discussion of case studies, critical analysis of audiovisual materials, ongoing
exercises with presentations and group discussions, and potential guest participation.

ASSESSMENT
METHODS

The examination method, designed to ascertain and evaluate the knowledge acquired, includes a partial ongoing assessment that will take into
account active participation and reasoned presentations of the materials provided by the instructor during the course lectures. This assessment
will be supplemented during the examination session by an individual project that will evaluate the theoretical preparation related to the
bibliography.
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